
  Dave Hartl’s 2017  
Top Ten (Or So) Most Influential Albums 

 
It’s time once again to look back and do that annual tradition of 

picking out the 10 or so most influential albums I heard in the past 

year. Not the most popular, or even the best, but what made me think 

the most as a musician. 

You can always go to http://www.davehartl.com/top10.html and 

look at other years’ postings. The links there go all the way back to 

1998, when I started this with George Tucker. It’s a way of hearing 

about great music you might otherwise miss. If you want to contribute, 

please write to dave@davehartl.com with your own list and your 

contribution will be added to this document online for future downloads. 

This is why I do this! It always gives me some great recommendations 

for what to listen to that would be off my radar otherwise. So don’t be 

shy! Last year, Brian Groder, Jack Loughhead, and Kaz Yoshihara 

gave me some great things to listen to. 

 

 



1.) John McLaughlin & the 4th Dimension: Live at Ronnie 

Scott’s 

 
  

2017 saw the farewell American tour of the great guitarist John 

McLaughlin, who joined up with fellow guitarist Jimmy Herring for an 

unbelievable 3-set night concluding with pieces from his old 

Mahavishnu Orchestra days (you can see an entire concert at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPWa9F4UBQQ&t=19s, highly 

recommended!). 

This CD was recorded in London with McLaughlin’s working band 

of the last decade, the 4th Dimension, about 7 months ahead of the 

aforementioned American tour, but it shows a microcosm of that 

concept, opening with 1971’s Meeting of the Spirits and working 

through pieces showcasing the amazing drummer Ranjit Barot and his 



Indian classical influences, bassist Etienne M’Bappé’s multilevel 

constructions, and Gary Husband’s otherworldly synth textures, 

blowout chops, and energetic drumming.  

For my money, McLaughlin was the Coltrane of his instrument. 

He took the big-box concept of guitar in jazz and showed what could 

happen if you use the rock concepts of Hendrix and the plugged-in 

cats of the 60’s married to a phenomenal technique unmatched by 

anyone. I still remember hearing him for the first time on Miles Davis’s 

Jack Johnson. He changed the entire landscape on his ax. He IS the 

800-pound gorilla in the room, if you’re a guitarist you either embrace 

his amazing accomplishments or reject it like a true jazz purist, but you 

sure can’t ignore him. His explorations of European and Indian 

classical traditions are also reminiscent of Coltrane. His work on 

acoustic guitar is just as profound, as is his arranging chops.  

His decision to acknowledge the advancing arthritic compromises 

of age is a wise and brave one. He’s going out on top, playing at a 

level 99.9% of musicians can only dream of, avoiding the trap of 

“Yeah, but you should’ve heard him back in…” that some greats have 

succumbed to. This album is evidence of that. 

 

 

 

 



2.) Rahsaan Roland Kirk: The Limelight/ Verve Albums 
 

 
 
 I will forever regret the Saturday night in the 1970’s when I 

passed on a chance to see a notable triple bill at the Philadelphia 

Spectrum consisting of Rahsaan Roland Kirk, followed by the 

Mahavishnu Orchestra and concluding with Frank Zappa. It’s the stuff 

of legends, and I suspect that had I attended, despite the high esteem 

with which I hold McLaughlin and Zappa, I would have been most 

impressed by Kirk. Here was a man on a final tour, smitten by a stroke 

months earlier, having re-keyed his saxes to be played with one hand, 

and dominantly holding forth with a burning intensity that couldn’t be 

stilled by the mere limitations of a failing physical body. 

This box set of heavyweight 3 LPs with booklet is one of the ever-

amazing Mosaic Records limited edition releases, featuring Roland in 



youthful amazing form, blowing his multi-sax attack, reinventing the 

language of jazz flute, and just being a force of nature. I spoke above 

of John McLaughlin’s choice to avoid comparisons to a suppler youth; 

Rahsaan was the flip side, a Dylan Thomas raging against the dying of 

the light, touring and pushing the envelope right up to the final curtain. 

Listen to this set to see how bright that light did burn, and marvel. 

 
3.) Bob Dylan: Trouble No More: The Bootleg Series, Vol 

13 1979-1981 
 

 
 
 OK, OK. Every year I seem to put in a Dylan bootleg series box 

set on this annual list, I know. And every year it’s justified, they’re 

doing an amazing job of combing through his Everest-sized output. But 

this one was a real surprise. 



In 1979, Dylan embraced Christianity and, disavowing his 

previous work, set out on tour playing nothing but new evangelical 

tunes. The album Slow Train Coming was followed by Saved and Shot 

of Love, all of them reviled at the time by the mass audience. I have to 

admit, it was the last straw for me as well, and I only came back to 

Dylan in the late 90’s when his albums had swung back to secularism, 

matched by a hotshot band that have stayed with him on the 

Neverending Tour that has become his life. 

The retreat from Dylan’s albums that the public engaged in was 

matched by their retreat from his live shows, and it was in 1981 when 

Dylan finally decided again to feature tunes from his mindboggling 

previous albums and drew some of the crowds back. But what we 

missed in that time of exclusion was some of the most amazing live 

performances Dylan’s ever enjoyed. This box set corrects that gap. 

Guitarist Fred Tackett, who went onto Little Feat, and a rhythm section 

of Tim Drummond and Jim Keltner guaranteed professional 

musicianship of the highest order. But it’s the soulfulness of these 

performances, topped by amazing organ/piano and soul sister vocals, 

that make these recordings some of the greatest Gospel-influenced 

music I’ve ever heard. 

And yeah, get the big expanded box if you can. The discs 

featuring full concerts in Toronto and London are worth the extra 

expense. I gave my friend Bill Kelly an early heads up on this box, and 



he zeroed in on Dead Man, Dead Man, marked as an “outtake” to his 

disbelief. If this is an outtake, what the hell are the keepers like? 

 

4.) Dirty Loops: Loopified 
 

 
 
 A new group to me, because it’s a new bass/drum/keys group 

with vocals from Sweden that carefully avoided Internet overexposure 

and the usual publicity grind, released this one album in 2014, and 

went on hiatus while making their second one. That’s the facts I can 

find. 

Beyond that, it’s the music. This is the album with which I blasted 

unsuspecting riders in my car in 2017. Every one listened for a minute 

and then, bug-eyed, screamed, “Who IS this?” The production is killing, 

the performances are killing, and I welcome a new group that is readily 

identifiable in seconds when they come up in shuffle mode, and 



guaranteed to raise the energy level in any room. If you haven’t heard 

them, run for this. 

 
5.) Various Artists: The Krautrock & Progressive Box Set 
 

 
 

 I stumbled upon this one at the Quakertown Farmer Market’s CD 

store, Record Revival, always a source of unexpected treasures. 6 

discs, apparently imported from… somewhere… probably in flagrant 

copyright violation, but what isn’t these days. Group names like 

Audience, Robert Wyatt, Atomic Rooster, Van der Graaf Generator, 

and Gong appear, as well as many folks you are almost sure to never 

have heard of. The golden age of Prog was the ‘70’s, and it stubbornly 

held on beyond the Punk explosion of the late ‘70’s. I’ve always had a 

soft spot for it, and this box set was my background cruising music for 



a good part of the summer, grabbing my full attention more often than 

not. A great set of an undervalued contribution to rock. 

 

6.) King Crimson: Live in Chicago 
 
 

 
 

Yeah, again, I know, I know. These guys are on every year’s list. 

But dammit, this is important! 

King Crimson has spent the last couple of years engaging in an 

amazing (probably) final act. They tour around with a setup involving 

three, count them, three amazingly synchronized drummers doing 

tunes from every facet of their 40+ year career. They do them note 

perfect with lots of Mellotron software. And it’s the greatest group I’ve 

ever seen.  



This year’s residency at the Merriam Theater in Philadelphia was 

astonishing. This set was recorded about 6 weeks before that, and in 

that 6 weeks there was change and growth. I saw them a year or so 

ago and they’ve added another keyboard player, expanded their set list 

by a lot, and gelled as a group in a way that’s rare.  

If you’ve written them off as a gasp from the past, it’s time for a 

serious reevaluation. This is a living, breathing beast of a group in full 

throttle. Don’t miss them! 

 

7.) Danny Gatton: The Danny Gatton Anthology 
  

 
 

 My old pal George Tucker used to enthuse about Danny 

Gatton back in the 80’s. I just didn’t have the ears to hear it. I finally 

bought a Telecaster this year. And I get it. Coincidence? I think not. 



Incidentally, this anthology seems to have become a favorite of my 

family this year, too. And that says a lot. 

The East Coast seems to have a gift for coughing up phenomenal 

talents on guitar. Eddie Lang, Pat Martino, Jimmy Bruno, Sonny Troy: 

Philadelphians. Tal Farlow, Howard Alden, Les Paul: New Yawkehs.  

Roy Buchanan, Danny Gatton: D.C. More than anyone else here, 

Gatton seems to have one foot in the twang of Nashville, but elevates 

their simplistic formulae to a new realm. His death in 1994 at age of 49 

from depression and suicide is a tragedy that denied us some amazing 

music. If you don’t know him, this album is a great place to get 

acquainted. 

 
8.) Jean Michel Jarre: Electronica 2: The Heart of Noise 
 

 
 



 Another live concert went viral in my head this year. Back in May I 

went to see Jean Michel Jarre at the Tower Theater in Upper Darby, 

not knowing what to expect, but knowing that Jarre hadn’t done an 

American tour in decades. Jarre has enjoyed great international 

success without having to bother with America, a rarity in the music 

business. The concert was an amazing state of the art electronica 

show with metallic curtains that served as screens for projections 

around and in front of the three musicians. And the sound was 

crystalline and superb. 

I half expected to be bored with endless noodling on one-chord 

structures, but the man is a showman, and the concert was really 

amazing, well-paced, sonically adventuresome and visually beautiful 

and stunning. This CD is a series of duets Jarre conducts with artists 

from around the world, a standout being Edward Snowden being taped 

in Moscow for use in the sound collage. The concert also made me go 

back into Jarre’s catalog and see what else I had missed, and I wasn’t 

disappointed.  

Jarre had a gift in the ‘70’s for wringing warm tones out of the 

dinosaur synths of that era. He’s kept that gift, kept some of those 

dinosaurs around, and has embraced new technologies along the way. 

The end result is well worth checking out. 

 

 



9.) Todd Rundgren: White Knight 
 

 

 
 

 Todd is God. We said so in the late ‘60’s, and he still has it. A 

more poppish companion to Jarre’s album, this is also mostly a series 

of duo collaborations, this group including Daryl Hall, Damon Riddick, 

Atticus Ross, Joe Walsh, Trent Reznor, and, in the standout piece of 

the album, Donald Fagen singing a great poke at our Meathead in 

Chief called “Tin Foil Hat”. If you haven’t seen the video, check it out 

on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=los9WulxBjM. 

In the last time of mass protests (the Vietnam War days) the 

musicians were experiencing a revolution themselves, and musical 

protests were rampant. I’ve been wondering where are all the artists 

these days, not in statements made and news bites, but in clever, 



musical putdowns of the obscenities the current administration has 

inflicted upon us. Well, here’s the best one I’ve heard yet.  

And if you still support Trumpelforeskin at this late date and have 

a problem with this pick or these comments, piss off, I’ve got no time 

for you. Seriously. It’s come to this. 

 

10.) Jack DeJohnette: Hudson 
 

 
 

Here’s an unusual collaborative project that really works. 

Drummer Jack DeJohnette joins guitarist John Scofield, keyboardist 

John Medeski (last seen by me at a club called Johnny Brenda’s in 

Philly playing in a John Zorn project and killing the Hammond B3 he 

was playing) and bassist Larry Grenadier. They pay tribute to the 

Hudson Valley and the music that has come from artists and events 



there. So you get a couple of Bob Dylan pieces, Woodstock, a Band 

tune… but reimagined in really creative ways. 

Jack DeJohnette has come a long way from the kid playing with 

Miles Davis in the ‘60’s and has flown under the radar for a lot of 

people, but his music is always adventurous and interesting. This is a 

jazz take on non-jazz material, and it’s far more successful than the 

pandering approach a lot of these kind of things fall into. Bottom line: I 

feel good when I listen to this. And yes, there’s always room in my life 

for that response, too. 

...........................................................***.................................................. 



 

Honorable Mentions 
Here’s some albums that spent a lot of time in the player.  

First off, two by local musician/friends that were really impressive: 

 

       
 

Dylan Taylor – One In Mind 
Sam Greenfield/ Three Oranges – Dry Water 

Dylan Taylor plays bass with a lot of folks in the Philly area in a lot 

of different settings. His latest disc happens to also be guitarist Larry 

Coryell’s final statement, and it is a worthy exit.  

Sam Greenfield is a Philly sax player who writes wonderful, 

moody tunes and has support from some of the finest young players 

on the scene. Catch them live if you can! 

Next, two by musicians who passed away in 2017: 



  
Allan Holdsworth – Atavachron 

John Abercrombie Quartet – Up and Coming 
I first saw Allan Holdsworth on his first gig in the states playing 

with the English band Soft Machine. He’s remarkable to me in how he 

appeared fully mature as a player and didn’t change much over the 

years, and didn’t have to since he had such a signature sound to his 

playing from the start.  

John Abercrombie has been a part of my life since the early ’70’s 

when he first appeared with the band Dreams, and later became 

integral to the ECM label. And yes, I sort of took these two guitarists for 

granted and felt the loss when they died; time was spent catching up 

with their work and regretting the loss.  

And, finally, three that got listened to and, for whatever reasons, 

enjoyed a lot: 

 



    
 

 

 
 

Snarky Puppy: Culcha Vulcha 
Billy Gibbons & the BFG’s: Perfectamundo 

Don Henley: The End of the Innocence 
Snarky Puppy has been around, I just hadn’t been aware of them, 

but really like this disc. Billy Gibbons is one of the bearded rockers of 

Z.Z.Top and has this side project; it’s the only thing I ever heard that 

uses autotune that works. And Don Henley is a guilty-pleasure 



nostalgia trip, this disc brought back memories of the ‘80’s for me, and 

I never listened to it back then, it was just omnipresent on the A.C. 

Casino scene. 

...........................................................***.................................................. 

Jack Loughhead 
Hey Dave - once again many thanks for providing a new year's infusion of great 
music!  I look forward to checking these out.  When I saw your email, but before 
opening up the list, I jotted down a few of my most influential albums of the year.  
As you'll see, some overlap (once again, suggesting we likely suffer from similar 
mental deflictions.)  In particular, I'm looking forward to listening to the Danny 
Gatton disc.  His albums 88 Elmira Street and Cruisin Deuces have been regular 
visitors to my playlist for many years.  Saw him once at that place on 202 south 
of West Chester before it burned down - was it "Rafters"?  We sat right by the 
stage, and I got splashed by beer when he did his trademark schtick of pouring a 
bottle on the neck of his Tele while playing.  Right proper baptism!  At any rate, 
here's my selection. 
 
1.  Hudson  First off, the overlap: The Hudson disc was hard to pass up, given 
the personnel.  Sco and DeJohnette have always been favorites of mine, and the 
rest of the crew aren't far behind.  As to DeJohnette, I probably ought to put "In 
Movement" with Ravi and Matt Garrison on this list too, since that album 
continued during the last year to loom large in my musical consciousness.  I can't 
put "Hudson" on the same level, but I really just found this album very easy to 
listen to. 
 
2.  Live at Ronnie Scott's  Can't agree with you more on your comments about 
Mr. McLaughlin - one of my all time heroes.  As a bass player, I also couldn't help 
but be blown away by Etienne M'Bappe's work at this gig.  The disc took me back 
to the heady days of Mahavishnu, but at the same time the arrangements were 
fresh.  When I heard he was playing with Jimmy Herring at the Keswick, I got in 
early on some great seats.  Unfortunately, a medical emergency in the family had 
me calling friends at 7:30 that night trying (unsuccessfully) to give the tickets 
away.  Oh well . . . 
 
3.  Baby, Please Don't Go  Sort of an overlap, but I listened a lot to this 2014 
retrospective of early Dylan work.  I got it after someone asked me to perform his 



song, "I Was Young When I Left Home", and I hadn't heard it before (great tune, 
by the way). I got the collection from Amazon, but couldn't learn much about it, 
other than it was published by "Spite."  At any rate, a lot of old classic tunes like 
"Stealin", "Wade in the Water", and the title song. 
 
4.  The Adventures of Zodd Zundgren.  Another sort of overlap, and one that sort 
of just jumped out at me while looking at Bandcamp.  It's a big band mashup of 
Zappa and Rundgren songs put together by Ed Palermo.  I guess my first 
impression was that, while I love both of these musicians, I never really caught 
on to the similarities between them.  From the liner notes, though, Palermo looks 
at them as more a ying and yang approach to life.  The album jumps back and 
forth between the two composers, but in a way that seemed to me to flow nicely.  
He has some great musicians on board, and brought in Napoleon Murphy Brock 
to do both two Zappa tunes (Montana and Florentine Pogen), and one from Todd 
(Emporer of the Highway).  This one is a lot of fun for me to listen to.  Finally, 
who could resist an album that claims to have Kellyanne Conway as "Alternate 
Executive Producer"! 
 
5.  DICE  I have been a fan of guitarist Adam Rogers for many years, both with 
Lost Tribe and on his solo stuff.  So, when I saw a writeup in Jazz Times about a 
new album from his current group "Dice", I promptly picked it up.  It hit me as a 
significant departure from his prior  
directions, but I really like it.  Funky, quirky, and sometimes pretty dark.  In some 
ways it reminded me of another great New York "sort of fusion" group from year's 
past, The Hermanators - sounded to me like Rogers had spent a bit of time 
listening to Mitch Stein's guitar stylings.  At any rate, one of my new year's 
resolutions is to get up to the Big Apple sometime to see these guys live. 
 
6.  To The Bone  Steven Wilson continues to be a guy who simply has his hooks 
into me.  If someone asks me who my favorite musician is, he is the man.  I still 
listen to "The Raven That Wouldn't Sing" all the time, but his new album has 
gotten a lot of play.  I miss hearing Guthrie Govan's guitar, but not that much.  
Ninet Tayeb's vocals are powerful, and I always enjoy NIck Beggs bass.  I 
understand two of the songs, including the title track, were co-written by XTC 
founder Andy Partridge.   I guess a lot of his fans didn't like it, thinking it's too pop 
or too happy, but I definitely dug it. 
 
7. Bokante  Dave, you honorably mentioned Snarky Puppy, and this is a side 
project by that group's mastermind, Michael League.  It features Marika 
Tiroleon, a vocalist from Guadeloupe who sings in her native Creole.  League 



apparently found her performing with Cirque de Soliel. The album has some 
great hypnotic world rythyms, grounded with recognizably Snarky bass lines.  As 
an aside on Mr. League, a friend turned me on to a YouTube version of Stevie 
Wonder's "Creepin" he did a few years back with Corey Henry and Nathaniel 
Townsley.  Worth checking out if you haven't seen it. 
 
8.  Music from Our Soul  A beautiful offering from bassist Charnette Moffett, 
featuring a killer lineup including Stanley Jordan, Cyrus Chestnut, Pharoah 
Sanders, Jeff "Tain" Watts, Mike Clark and Victor Lewis.  Some originals and 
some standards, some live and some "studio live", but great performances all.   
 
9.  Grimspound  The latest offering from Big, Big Train, a group that really tickles 
my prog fancies.  Lush harmonies that somehow evoke for me the "Englishness" 
at its best.  Beautiful vocals, and some tasty guitar work by former XTC guitarist 
Dave Gregory.  (Yes, XTC again!)  I read that the songs on this disc actually 
were ones passed over for last year's great album, "Folklore", but I sure couldn't 
tell. 
 
10.  Transparent Water  Omar Sosa, the Cuban keyboardist, joins with 
Senegalese kora player Sekou Keita and a bunch of world class world musicians 
to create an amazing tapestry of sound.  Kora always takes me someplace else, 
and the combination with Sosa's keyboards, with some sheng, koto and other 
flavors folded in, is wonderful. 
 
So, that's it for 2017.  Happy New Year! 
 
...........................................................***.................................................. 

Chico Huff 
Here’s my very loose list of 10 albums I discovered last year and had 

in regular rotation. A very eclectic list, for sure, as 

My tastes have changed a lot in the past few years. In true old 

codgerly form music with tons of chops and such tend to 

Annoy me, not always but most times. Ha! Kudos to Dave for taking 

the time to add info to each choice! I probably won’t 



Do a lot of that. ;-) 

1. Aimee Mann - "Mental Illness” 
I was a big fan of Mann’s Jon Brian produced “Whatever”. "Mental 

Illness" is much more pared down production wise than “Whatever" 

And it really suits the music. Really a beautiful and personal album. 

2. Moonchild - “Voyager” 
Great chilled out Neo-soul type music, very well done and well 

performed. An album I repeatedly go back to. 

3. Bela Fleck & Abigail Washburn - “Echo in the Valley”  
Simple, beautiful music. 2 banjers and some voice. Washburn plays 

clawhammer style, tears it up.  

4. Bonobo - “Migration” 
If you’re a fan of electronic music check this guy out. Great grooves 

and sounds. 

5. Little Dragon - “Season High” 
The latest from this great band. I love how Yukimi Nagano sings. 

6. Nate Smith - “Kinfolk: Postcards From Everywhere” 
I Love this album! Drummer Nate Smith  was in Chris Potter’s 

Underground band. Not a drum feature album, 

Just great playing, great writing, great all around. Check it out if you 

can. Here he is with Potter. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMbAkNP52aU 

 



7. Open Mike Eagle - “Brick Body Kids Still Daydream” 
Creative, hook filled art rap with unique and cool beats. Another album 

I return to often. 

8. Trio Da Kali & Kronos Quartet - “Ladilikan” 
Griot musicians from Mali with Kronos Quartet. Very cool stuff here.  

9. Thundercat - “Drunk” 
Very cool, creative stuff from Kendrik Lemar bassist.  

10. Brian Blade & The Fellowship - “Body & Shadow” 
Every album from this group is a gift. Great heartfelt music. 

 

Well, there it is! My “very cool” list. ;-) 

Thanks again, Dave! 

...........................................................***.................................................. 

Kaz Yoshihara 
Hey Dave, 

Hope you are doing well. Most of the albums I listened to in 2017 are 

Steve Coleman and his M Base related musicians. And I think it will 

remain that way in 2018. Anyhow, here is my list of top 10 most 

listened albums in 2017; 

1. Synovial Joints - Steve Coleman 

2. Morphogenesis - Steve Coleman 

3. Selebeyone - Steve Lehman 

4. Harmony of Difference - Kamashi Washington 



5. Far From Over - Vijay Iyer 

6. Tributary Tales - Gerald Clayton 

7. Live in Japan 2015/ Vienna 2016 - King Crimson 

8. Konnekted - Stickmen 

9. Live at Blues Alley - Wynton Marsalis Quintet 

10. Pieces of a Man - Gil Scott-Heron 

Kaz 

...........................................................***.................................................. 

Bob Kimmel 
 

I've been absent the last two years. I always check out your annual list 

and the others that are submitted by friends. I posted my own lists at 

least a couple years but I screwed up and missed the last two years. I 

kept looking at the e-mail from you and saying, "I gotta sit down and do 

this" and then too much time went by and it wasn't the beginning of the 

year any more - it was like August. But I have a some favorites from 

this past year to submit now and I'm getting this shit done today while I 

have a bit of time or else it will be August again and I'll feel like a loser 

again. So here ya' go. 

 

1. Chicago II - The Steve Wilson Remix 

    One of my favorite albums from this band back in their early more 

musically interesting time. I already loved everything on this album and 



now with Steven Wilson's remix you can really hear everything so 

much better.  

 

2. Todd Rundgren - White Knight 
    I'm a Todd fan from all the way back. I've listened to his music. I've 

played a lot of his music and I've even met him a few times. This new 

album has all of his various musical directions on display. He always 

has the ability to construct a great pop/rock tune and does it well but 

his experimental stuff is always interesting too and he dips into those 

areas on this record as well. Plus he has a bunch of great artists 

joining him on these tracks. Daryl Hall, Donald Fagen, Moe Berg, Joe 

Walsh, Trent Reznor and Joe Satriani among others lend     their 

support to this effort. And besides all that, I love anybody who does a 

song condemning our current idiot in chief and Todd give us a doozie 

with "Tin Foil Hat." 

 

3. Steven Wilson - To The Bone 

    My list has two Steven Wilson contributions. The Chicago II album 

he remixed and his latest solo effort To The Bone. I've seen Steven a 

few times with both Porcupine Tree and on solo tours. His shit is so 

deep. His music is so layered and has such interesting turns and 

twists. This new album may be my favorite of his. 

 



4. Ani DiFranco - Binary 

    I love this album. Her voice always kills me and her unusual 

arrangements and sound structure always keeps me interested. 

 

5. The Beatles - Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band - The 50th 
Anniversary Remix 

    Some Beatles purists seemed to not dig this release because they 

sort of feel that you shouldn't mess with the original iconic master 

piece. I get. I sort of agree but what Giles Martin did with this project is 

very cool. I've always been amazing that Sgt. Peppers could have 

been recorded on 4 tracks and sound as great as it always has. But 

with the availability of ProTools and other technology that wasn't 

around in the 60s Giles was able to go back to the original takes on the 

multitracks before they were bounced and retrieve the     original depth 

of texture that was lost in having to bounce stuff together to get it all on 

4 tracks. Its all the same performances but you're hearing some of the 

instruments like they were actually played before bouncing. It just 

sounds great. 

 

6. Robert Plant - Carry Fire 

    Really cool record with some great songs. Some great players and 

Plant sounds as exciting as always. 

 



7. Foo Fighters - Concrete & Gold 

    I don't love everything that these guys do but I'm digging this new 

album. Its huge sounding and has all the fire of their hard rock (almost 

metal) performances but it also has a great pop sensibility. Its 

produced by the much in demand hot producer of this decade Greg 

Kurstin who makes this album sound great and a bit of a departure 

from their other records. They've got some unexpected special guests 

like Justin Timberlake and Paul McCartney and others. Cool songs, 

great performances and great sounding record. 

 

8. Greg Allman - Southern Band 

    There was a time when I was an Allman Brothers band fan and I 

was in a band around 1972-73 that played a ton of Allman Brothers 

material. But I've kind of gotten away from them     over the years and 

lost interest as they became a jam band. However, I've always loved 

Greg Allman's voice and on this last album made just before his death 

he really comes through with some soulful, heartfelt songs and 

performances. 

 

9. Fink - Fink's Sunday Night Blues Club, Vol. 1 

    This is something my friend and musical partner Andy Schlee turned 

me on to. Its a really cool and different album. Its not your average 

blues record. There's no basic blues stuff that's all 1 - 4 -5  chord 



changes, its much more musically interesting than that. It's deep 

southern, soulful and even kind of weird. Hard to describe but fun to 

listen to.   

 

10. Bugzy - (3 albums) "Plan B" - "Center Of Attraction" & "She's 
The One" 

    OK this may be a bit self indulgent and even braggadocious with a 

little shameless self promotion but I don't mean it that way. The 

concept of this yearly list is not necessarily "new" songs but the ones 

that inspired you or gave you some feeling during the past year. Well I 

spent a LOT of time with these songs this past year and even though I 

was involved in writing, playing, recording and producing these songs, 

it was all done so long ago that I felt like I was hearing them again for 

the first time. Let me explain. Bugzy is a band I had for         almost 10 

years between 1985 and 1995. We wrote and recorded nearly 100 

songs in that time and were very close to major label record deals on 3 

occasions only to have the rug pulled from under us and we eventually 

broke up. 20-something years later a small record label from North 

Carolina decided they wanted to release some of our old material - I 

know, very weird. The band hadn't been together in about 22 years 

and we were going to have an album released - crazy world. And so 

the first of a trilogy of Bugzy albums was released last June and the 

next two albums will be released in March of this year. I had to dig 



through my DAT masters to decide on the songs to be included and 

then to re-master them (I did not remix anything) but I ended up 

spending a ton of time listening to all this old material we created all 

those years ago and was pleasantly surprised that most of it holds up 

well and     still sounds pretty good and still had some excitement for 

me. Its a bit dated. Its got that big hair 80s thing going on but done 

pretty well if I do say so myself. I think we wrote some pretty cool tunes 

and produced them pretty well all things considered. It’s been 

interesting hearing this stuff again after so many years and really cool 

having people from all over the world actually buying and enjoying our 

stuff. 

  

OK, there ya' go. My picks, such as they are for 2017. Thanks Dave for 

keeping this tradition going. Its always interesting reading your 

favorites and other lists submitted by our friends. 

...........................................................***.................................................. 

 


