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DAVE HARTL QUARTET
Straight, A Head
(Foaming at the Ear Music ®%%2)
-~ This devastating little CD was re-
hearsed at Chris’ Cafe on Sansom
Street and recorded at University of
the Arts, where all but the quartet’s
drummer impart jazz lore to youth.
Pianist Dave Hartl shows a knack
for writing compelling tunes and fo-
menting percussive solos, while sax-
ophonist Ron Kerber gives a bright
and hip cast to his leads. His solo on
“Scrupulectomy” is sprinkled with
dying fireballs — tones that fade
downward — just one of many win-
ning touches. |
Bassist Craig Thomas and drum-
mer Mark Graham provide plenty of
firepower for this hard-charging re-
cording, which strives for the edge

and gets there.- -
- . — K.S.
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